In the title compound, C 15 H 14 N 4 O 2 SÁ0.4C 3 H 6 OÁ0.1CH 2 Cl 2 , two benzene rings in the ortho-methoxy dehydrodithizone (omd) molecule are twisted out of the tetrazole plane with the methoxy groups in a cis orientation relative to the tetrazole backbone. The acetone is located on a special position. The dihedral angles formed by the benzene rings with the central five-membered ring are 63.14 (8) and 57.06 (6) . In the crystal structure, the relatively short distance of 3.886 (3) Å between the centroids of benzene rings from two neighbouring omd molecules indicate -stacking interactions.
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problematic. However, oxidation of the same, resulting in the zwitter-ionic tetrazolium salt of the title compound, orthomethoxy dehydrodithizone, (2), yielded a product that readily crystallizes in polar solvent mixtures. Herewith we present the crystal structure of the title compound (2).
In (2) (Fig. 1) , all bond lengths and angles are normal (Allen, 2002) . The phenyl rings adopt a non-parallel arrangement with the dehydrodithizone backbone with dihedral angles of 63.14 (8)° and 57.06 (6)° for rings C11-C16 and C21-C26 respectively, mainly due to their close proximities on the tetrazole moiety. The preferred orientation is supported by interaction of one of the methoxy moieties to N1 and the π-π stacking of the phenyl rings of C21-C26 situated around an inversion center (centroid to centroid distance = 3.886 Å, Table 1 ).
Reagents were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich, and solvents (AR) from Merck, and used without further purification. The ortho-methoxy derivative of dithizone, (o-MeOPhNHN) 2 CS, 1, was prepared from 2-methoxyaniline and ammonium sulfide according to the procedure reported by Mirkhalaf et al., 1998 . The synthesis of the title compound, ortho-methoxy dehydrodithizone, 2, was done according to a method by Irving et al., (1971) as follows. A solution of (o-MeOPhNHN) 2 CS (0.2 g, 0.6 mmol) in dichloromethane (60 ml) was stirred (2 hrs) with a solution of potassium hexacyanoiron (III) (0.48 g) and potassium carbonate (0.46 g) in water (20 ml). The organic layer was removed, washed with water, and the solvent removed under reduced pressure. The product residue, on recrystallization from a minimum dichloromethane in acetone and water, gave 0.098 g orange-brown crystals of 2. Yield: 49%
Refinement
The aromatic, methylene and methyl H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions (C-H = 0.95 -0.99 Å) and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic and methylene, and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl protons. Torsion angles for methyl protons on the dehydrodithizone were refined from electron density, while those on the acetone solvent molecule as staggered. Large anisotropic displacements were observed on the proposed acetone solvent molecule which was subsequently treated as disordered. From this we were able to detect a minor component of dichloromethane solvate as well. The occupancy ratios for these two solvent molecules were obtained from free-refining their occupancies, and later fixing these values to 80:10 for acetone and dichloromethane, respectively. The positions of the -CH 3 and -CH 2 moieties of the two solvents could not be defined clearly and was subsequently refined as a fully occupied carbon site. The final result is a acetone molecule lying on a twofold rotation axis with the dichloromethane occupying two positions.
Figures Fig. 1 . View of (2) with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Accented lettering indicate atoms generated by symmetry (2 -x, y, 3/2 -z). 
